
Erika Falk, Psy.D.

Licensed Psychologist (PSY 20118)

DEGREES

Fall 1996 to 

The Wright Institute
2001


Psy.D. in Clinical Psychology, June, 2001 

M.A. in Clinical Psychology, June 1998





.

Fall 1993 to

San Francisco State University

June 1994

Emphasis on foundational coursework in psychology.

Fall 1988 to 

University of California at Santa Cruz
March 1993

B. A. History, Honors in March of 1993




Emphasis on the religious history of the United States.

EXPERIENCE

CLINICAL
May 2009 to

Institute on Aging (IOA)

present
Director, Geriatric Assessment & Psychological  Services 


Responsible for clinical and administrative oversight of new department to create integrated services within the Geriatric Assessment Service, Psychology & Training, Elder Abuse Prevention Program, and the Elder Abuse Forensic Center. Provide geropsychological assessments to the San Francisco Elder Abuse Forensic Center and clients referred to the IOA and direct the Forensic Center.
December 2007 to

Institute on Aging (IOA)

May 2009
Director, Geriatric Assessment Services 


Director, San Francisco Elder Abuse Forensic Center (SFEAFC)

Responsible for clinical and administrative management of the Geriatric Assessment Service. Developed and managed a new public-private partnership between the IOA and SF City and County agencies (Police, District Attorney’s Office, Department of Aging and Adult Services) and served as program director and geropsychologist.  SFEAFC’s mission is to improve the assessment, intervention and prosecution of elder and dependent adult abuse. Responsible for all aspects of program functioning; facilitated weekly mulitidisciplinary team meetings; developed data tracking and analysis systems; liaised with funders and discerned best practices. Also conducted comprehensive geropsychological evaluations on clients referred by SFEAFC members, often answering questions concerning diminished decision-making capacity and undue influence. 
June 2006 to

Institute on Aging

December 2007
Supervising Psychologist

Responsible for clinical oversight of the Geriatric Assessment Service with a workflow of 15-20 evaluations per month. Provided comprehensive cognitive evaluations answering issues of capacity to manage finances and to make legal and/or medical decisions. Supervised practicum, pre-doctoral and post-doctoral students in assessment and psychotherapy. Developed curriculum and conducted weekly assessment seminar and provided close mentoring to student examiners.  Conducted practicum student psychotherapy case conference weekly addressing training issues related to home-visit psychotherapy for frail elders and dependent adults. Assisted in on-going development and maintenance of the training program. Acted as geropsychological consultant to multidisciplinary teams as part of the Consortium for Elder Abuse Prevention and to outside organizations such as On Lok.   
July 2005 to

Haight Ashbury Free Clinic, Incorporated

June 2006
Therapist III

Jail Psychiatric Services: Conducted assessments of inmates in custody in the San Francisco County jails with chronic mental illness or life-threatening ideation and/or behaviors and made appropriate dispositions to ensure safety, well-being and continuity of community care. Developed programming in the Psychiatric Sheltered Living Unit of the jail for dually- diagnosed clients slated to enter community programs.
February 2005 to

Independent Contractor

Present (at SI)
Project-based

Institute on Aging: Conducted neuropsychological exams and conveyed findings to referral sources such as Adult Protective services and assisted living facilities.

Survivors International: Conduct psychological evaluations for clients seeking political asylum (approximately 45 completed) and provide expert testimony for asylum court (testified approximately 10 times). Consultant for The California Endowment planning grant for the Liberian Community Wellness Initiative. Conducted field research on new arrivals, in-depth intake interviews, focus groups and research. Volunteer facilitator, Liberian Women’s Support Group. 

May 2003 to

Center for Victims of Torture, Guinea Conakry

Dec. 2004

Clinician/Trainer

Recruited and trained refugees from Liberia and Sierra Leone living in the Albadaria refugee camps in basic counseling skills. Provided intensive supervision and targeted, on-going didactic trainings to refugee trainees in the provision of counseling services to approximately 1,000 survivors of torture and war trauma yearly. Responsible for program duplication and start up in a second location. Developed group counseling treatment guidelines and individual treatment plans and documented same. Developed trainings on the effect and treatment of torture and trauma for other NGO partners. Responsible for developing work plans, documentation systems and data analysis to comply with grant requirements.  

Managers: Maki Katoh, Director; Jean-Baptiste Mikulu, Ph.D, Field Coordinator

August 2002 to

Survivors International, San Francisco

May 2003

Postdoctoral Intern/Network Clinician

Treated individual survivors of political persecution from diverse countries (Bosnia, Kosovo, Ethiopia) in a multidisciplinary approach to psychotherapy, collaborating extensively with interpreters and community supports. Co-facilitated a supportive group for Cambodian women with a movement therapist. Conducted forensic psychological evaluations for political asylum. Administratively managed Oakland satellite office. Helped plan continuing education curriculum for network clinicians.  

Supervisors: Beatrice Patsalides, Ph.D., Jeff Kaye, Ph.D

March  2001 to

Survivors International, San Francisco

August, 2002

Intake Coordinator/Postdoctoral Intern




Responsible for coordinating all referrals and conducting initial

assessments of torture survivors to be referred for psychotherapy, medical and psychological evaluations (approximately 4 intakes per week). Conducted extensive forensic psychological asylum evaluations for immigration purposes. Treated individual survivors of political persecution in individual psychotherapy and innovative group modalities. Helped plan continuing education curriculum for network clinicians.  

June 2001 to

Bay Area Psychological Testing Associates, San Francisco

May 2003

Psychological Assistant/Postdoctoral Intern

Conducted approximately 70 psychological and/or neuropsychological assessments for the purposes of diagnostic clarification, forensic uses and treatment planning. Areas of expertise include geriatric capacity, workman’s compensation, and social security disability evaluations. Provided psychotherapy to adult individuals. 

Portia Bell Hume Behavioral Health and Training Center

Jan 2000 to

Clinical Intern

Jan 2001
As clinical staff in partial hospitalization program, conducted 5 hours of group psychodynamic psychotherapy to chronically mentally ill individuals twice weekly. Responsibilities included individual dynamic work and treatment planning with 3 individual clients, program development, on-going assessments, and crisis coverage via phone. Conducted psychodiagnostic testing on adults referred from Child Protective Services and wrote reports for use in legal settings. As clinical intern in the geropsychiatric program, conducted individual psychotherapy at 2 skilled nursing facilities, including collaboration with interdisciplinary nursing facility staff, with a caseload of between 6-8 clients. As a clinical intern at the Concord outpatient clinic, conducted long and short-term psychotherapy with diverse clients, ranging from P.TS.D. to adjustment disorder. Hours per week: 40

July 1998 to

Westside Crisis and Outpatient Clinic

July, 1999

Clinical Trainee
Conducted crisis interventions with acute or chronically psychotic, suicidal, and character disordered adults in a publicly funded psychiatric crisis clinic.  Performed mental status exams and front-line crisis interviews to determine, in collaboration with an interdisciplinary staff, appropriate disposition planning. Interfaced with all sectors of community mental health in San Francisco. Provided brief and long-term psychotherapy and case management to culturally and economically diverse individuals, particularly to African-Americans and the homeless. 

Sept. 1997 to

Children's Hospital Oakland, Parent-Infant Program
July 1998


Clinical Trainee

Provided center and home-based psychotherapy to parent-infant dyads, referred because of the child's medical and/or developmental problems, including autism, cerebral palsy, Down’s syndrome and prematurity. Co-facilitated a parent group, engaged infants in developmentally appropriate tasks, and utilized naturalistic observation within the milieu.  Conducted psychotherapy during home visits with culturally and socioeconomically diverse families. One hour individual supervision, and two hour weekly didactic. 

August 1996 to

Oakland Salvation Army Adult Rehabilitation Center
July 1997


Clinical Trainee
Provided inpatient individual psychotherapy to adult male individuals during court-ordered and voluntary treatment for drug and alcohol addiction. Co-facilitated process groups with ethnically diverse clients with dual diagnoses and severe psychosocial stressors. Helped develop and lead didactic groups on grief, anger-management, re-entry and relapse-prevention. Supervision of clinical and written work was both individual and group.

AWARDS 

February 2006

American Psychological Association




Winner: International Humanitarian Award
As one of 7 members of the Center for Victims of Torture Guinea team. Accompanying publication:

Stepakoff, S., Hubbard, J., Katoh, M., Falk, E., Mikulu, J., Nkohma, P., Omagwa, J. (2006). Trauma healing in refugee camps in Guinea: A psychosocial program for Liberian and Sierra Leonean survivors of torture and war. American Psychologist, 61, 1-14.

July 1999 to 2001

Dissertation Research, The Wright Institute




Winner: Outstanding Dissertation Award
In fulfillment of the dissertation requirement for the Psy.D. Degree, an integrated literature review of clinical psychological writings on the Truth and Reconciliation Commission of South Africa. The conclusion makes recommendations for psychologists about how their clinical skills and training can be used in the service of political reconciliation. 

PARTIAL LIST OF PRESENTATIONS

May  2009

Averting Catastrophe: Detecting Mild Cognitive Impairment
Fiduciary Planning Association presentation with Elizabeth Landsverk, MD
May 2009

Elder Abuse: What’s New and Why You Should Care

Provided as part of the IOA’s Professional Development Series

May 2009

Biopsychosocial Assessment: Project Master Training

Full day advanced training for Adult Protective Services workers in Placerville, California

April 2009

Working with Difficult Clients: Project Master Training

Full day advanced training for Adult Protective Services workers in Sonora, California

Mar 2009


Facilitator- SF Adult Protective Services Retreat

Facilitated psychoeducational and team building modules in a one-day retreat

Feb 2009


Advanced Training on Elder Abuse




Training to law enforcement with co-presenters Candace Heisler, Esq. and Dean Hawley,

 MD in Marin, California
Nov 2008


Biopsychosocial Assessment: Project Master Training

Full day advanced training for Adult Protective Services workers in Los Angeles, California

Aug 2008


Starting an Elder Abuse Forensic Center




Panelist at National Adult Protective Services Association conference in Chicago, Illinois 

May 2007

Traumatic Brain Injuries: Causes, Assessment and Intervention




With Tessa ten Tusscher, Ph.D. and Kristy Kaule, OTR as part of the Institute on Aging’s

Grand Rounds Series, San Francisco, California 

May 2007

Current Perspectives in Trauma-Informed Psychotherapy

To Wright Institute pre-doctoral students (also to Richmond Area Multi Service interns

February, 2007)

April 2007

Evaluating for Conservatorship: A Psycholegal Perspective




With Priscilla Camp, Esq. & Tessa ten Tusscher, Ph.D. at the Legal Assistance for

Seniors Elder Abuse-Weaving the Safety Net Conference, Oakland, California

April 2007

What Happens In A Geriatric Cognitive Assessment?



Presented to Jewish Family and Children Services staff in Albany, California

Spring 2005

20 Months in West Africa: Psychological work with Liberian refugees

Presented to clinicians at SFGH/UCSF Trauma Recovery Center (March 1, 2005) and to psychology graduate students at the Wright Institute, Berkeley (April 5, 2005). 

TEACHING 

June 2006

Institute on Aging

to December 2007

Clinical Staff
Responsible for curriculum development for the Geriatric Assessment Service, teaching a weekly assessment seminar for psychology interns and also conducted  weekly clinical case conference for practicum students performing home-based psychotherapy.

February 2005

Liberian Community Wellness Initiative

to 2006


Presenter
Conduct trainings for volunteers and service providers working with refugees (i.e. teachers) about psychological trauma and related issues (i.e. trauma-related learning deficits).

May 2003

Center for Victims of Torture

to December 2004

Clinician/trainer
Developed and presented modules on trauma treatment to refugee trainees, NGOs and community leaders. Topics ranged from psychodiagnostic assessment to conflict resolution.

July 2000


Homeless Psychodiagnositic Assessment Project

to August 2001

Teaching Assistant
Conducted a weekly session assisting students to understand procedures, scoring and interpretation of standardized intelligence, personality and projective tests.  Provided written feedback on test batteries and was available for individual meetings with students.

September 1998 to

Assessment Series, The Wright Institute
Present


Teaching Assistant
Conducted a weekly session assisting students to understand procedures, scoring and interpretation of standardized intelligence, personality and projective tests.  Provided written feedback on test batteries and was available for individual meetings with students.

Spring 1998 & 1999
Cognitive Behavioral Workshop, The Wright Institute




Co-facilitator

Co-led four sessions of the experiential component of a cognitive behavioral class. Introduced techniques such as stress inoculation and CBT assessment using videos and discussion, then directed student dyads in extended role-plays for in-vivo practice of techniques.

RESEARCH
January 2001

Research Assistant to Gretchen White, Ph.D.
to 2002 


Assisted forensic psychologist in preparing materials pertaining to

the psychosocial histories of inmates on death row for use in expert testimony. Reviewed and evaluated medical and social records.
May 1999 to

Bay Area Psychological Testing Associates
May 2003

Research/Administrative Assistant

Performed all tasks relevant to this start-up psychological testing service, including development of educational outreach materials to physicians, educators and lawyers; coordinating and developing continuing education programs for psychologists, lawyers, nurses etc.; researching case law and statistics regarding psychological testing; assisted in hiring consultants; organized and develop the infrastructure of the company.

PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS

Member: 


American Psychological Association, Division 12, Section 2: Clinical Geropsychology




Psychologists for Long-Term Care (PTLC)




Northern California Neuropsychology Forum




National Academy of Neuropsychology 

Board Member:

Legal Assistance for Seniors

